Arthroscopic intra-articular biopsy using a suction trap device.
Biopsy of the synovium and other intra-articular structures is frequently performed arthroscopically. We describe a technique of arthroscopic biopsy using a suction punch device linked in series with a Lukens tube suction trap. This technique allows for the controlled biopsy of intra-articular pathology, collects material in a tube which is convenient for handling, prevents the loss of biopsy material in the joint or portal tracks, and saves time by limiting the number of instrument passages into the joint.